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well over half a ton on every square inch of the globe he heard
a metallic twang through the phone. Later on he found out
that one of the guy-ropes used in spooling the incoming cable
had suddenly broken with a terrific report, and had given
everybody on deck a ghastly shock, until they realized that it
was a rope and not the main cable. Beebe himself clearly
summed up his impressions of this, his deepest dive, in the
words:

The only other place comparable to these marvellous nether
regions must surely be naked space itself, out far beyond atmos-
phere . .. where the blackness of space, the shining planets,
comets, suns, and stars must really be closely akin to the world
of life as it appears to the eyes of an awed human being, in the
open ocean, one half-mile down.

THE STRATOSPHERE

Although there still remain quite considerable areas of the
earth which have not been explored, scientists are already
talking of the time when investigations will be carried out in
the deeps of the ocean, in the mysterious upper atmosphere,
and even as far afield as the moon and the planets. Modern
advances in physics have extended the range of man's activities
very considerably both upward and downward during the
last few years. A few years ago a diver could only descend a
score of fathoms or so into the sea, but already men have
delved well over half a mile beneath the surface of the ocean.
Similarly, a few years ago it was thought impossible for a man
to rise even as high as Mount Everest, but now scientists are
looking forward to the time when there will be regular air
routes in the stratosphere at a height of over seven miles.

Although for scientific purposes the sounding balloon has
played at least as important a part as the manned balloon,
it is clear that there are many advantages about the latter.
Sounding balloons have reached the record height of twenty-
three miles, but however accurate the instruments they contain
they cannot entirely replace the evidence of the human mind.
The manned balloon has also advantages over the stratosphere
plane since it has little vibration and can reach greater heights